
Estate Planning Checklist

1. If you’re married, will 
your spouse always serve 

in the first position? 
YES or NO.

Making an estate plan involves identifying the assets you wish to pass on to the 
next generation, determining who your heirs or beneficiaries and understanding the 
types of issues that your plan needs to address. This will be different for every 
family, which is why it is so important to get legal help from an experience estate 
planning attorney, such as the professionals at Clarity Legal Group.   

Our estate planning lawyers will work with you to identify the estate planning steps 
you need to take to achieve a desired legacy. We will not only assist with identifying 
estate planning tools you can use but will also help you to create legally valid estate 
planning documents that you can use to protect your family and wealth.   

Getting legal advice is important early in the estate planning process so you don't 
make mistakes and choose the wrong estate planning methods or overlook 
important goals. You can also get started on your own with identifying the assets 
and people you want to protect and the issues that could arise as you make your 
plans.   
    

Clarity Legal Group can help you to determine what types of tools are right for 
you based on your estate planning goals, your wealth and your family situation. 

Give us a call at 919-484-0012 or contact us online to speak with one of our 
experienced Triangle Area (Raleigh, Durham, Cary, Chapel Hill) estate planning 

lawyers and find out more about how we can help you. 

This simple checklist can help you 
prepare to make an estate plan and 
can assist you with identifying the 
right tools to use in your plan.  Feel 
free to complete the checklist and 
reach out to Clarity Legal Group at 
919-484-0012 to get personalized 
assistance making your plan. 



Estate Planning Checklist

1. If you’re married, will 
your spouse always serve 

in the first position? 
YES or NO.

1. Do you have a family business or 
other assets which must be transferred 
quickly to new owners, such as 
investments that require careful 
management to avoid loss? 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 

2. What liabilities do you have? List all 
debts that you owe, including mortgage 
debt and money you owe family 
members that you want to pay back. 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 

3. What family members would you 
prefer to inherit your assets? Be as 
specific as you can in identifying the 
assets that you wish to transfer to 
particular loved ones.  When it comes
to money, including bank accounts, 
investment accounts, the proceeds of 
life insurance, or even the proceeds of  

    
    Clarity Legal Group can help you to determine what types of tools are right for 
you based on your estate planning goals, your wealth and your family situation. 

Give us a call at 919-484-0012 or contact us online to speak with one of our 
experienced Triangle Area (Raleigh, Durham, Cary, Chapel Hill) estate planning 

lawyers and find out more about how we can help you. 

the sale of real estate after your death, 
it is best to think in terms of percentages 
going to particular people, rather than 
particular accounts going to particular 
people.  
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 

    
    



Estate Planning Checklist

1. If you’re married, will 
your spouse always serve 

in the first position? 
YES or NO.

4. Do any of your desired heirs or 
beneficiaries have special 
circumstances that could impact their 
ability to manage an inheritance? 
Examples include minors under age 18 
who cannot inherit directly; adult 
beneficiaries who are immature or 
unprepared to responsibly handle their 
inheritance; a son-in-law or daughter-in- 
law who you would not prefer to control 
or receive your inheritance; disabled 
loved ones who could be at risk of 
losing access to means-tested benefits 
like Medicaid if they inherit; and heirs or 
beneficiaries who you do not think you 
can trust with an inheritance.   
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________  
  
    
Clarity Legal Group can help you to determine what types of tools are right for 

you based on your estate planning goals, your wealth and your family situation. 
Give us a call at 919-484-0012 or contact us online to speak with one of our 

experienced Triangle Area (Raleigh, Durham, Cary, Chapel Hill) estate planning 
lawyers and find out more about how we can help you. 

5. Who do you wish to serve as 
executor of an estate and oversee the 
process of distributing your assets after 
you pass away? 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 

    
    



Estate Planning Checklist

1. If you’re married, will 
your spouse always serve 

in the first position? 
YES or NO.

6. Do you have children under the age 
of 18 who you need to name a guardian 
for? How do you plan to financially 
provide for them in the event of your 
death? 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 

7. Do you have a pet who you wish to 
name a caregiver for? How do you plan 
to provide financially for them? 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 

8. Who do you wish to be in charge of 
your medical decisions and of 
managing your personal affairs and 
making other decisions on your behalf 
if you become incapacitated?   
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 

    Clarity Legal Group can help you to determine what types of tools are right for 
you based on your estate planning goals, your wealth and your family situation. 

Give us a call at 919-484-0012 or contact us online to speak with one of our 
experienced Triangle Area (Raleigh, Durham, Cary, Chapel Hill) estate planning 

lawyers and find out more about how we can help you. 

9. Are there any kinds of medical care 
you don't wish to receive in an 
emergency or are there circumstances 
when you would prefer not to be kept 
alive by extraordinary measures? 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 

10. Do you have a plan to pay for long 
term care or nursing home care if you 
need to move to a nursing home as you 
age? 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
    
    



Estate Planning Checklist

1. If you’re married, will 
your spouse always serve 

in the first position? 
YES or NO.

11. Is your estate large enough to 
trigger estate tax?  As of 2017, you can 
pass an inheritance without incurring 
federal taxes as long as the inheritance 
is valued at $5.49 million or less. 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
  
12. Are you concerned any members of 
your family might challenge your will?  
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________

CLARITY LEGAL GROUP 
Exchange West, 1414 Raleigh Road 

Suite 330, Chapel Hill, NC 27517 
Phone: 919-484-0012 

By answering these key questions 
on this estate planning checklist, 
you will be able to get started on 
making plans for the distribution of 
your wealth after you are gone and 
you will begin to identify the types 
of legal tools you may need to use, 
such as special needs trusts or 
Medicaid asset protection trusts to 
keep your wealth safe.  
    
    

What other questions 
do you have for our 

attorneys?


